
Daws Heath – The Forgotten World War 2 Outpost. 

During World War 2 (WW2), many locations in South Essex were restricted as military areas or home 

defence positions. Legh-on-Sea was, in fact, militarised as was much of Hadleigh. A piece of remaining 

evidence may readily be seen in the form of original barrier posts in Church Road, Hadleigh, opposite 

Iceland Car park). There are others.  

Much of the main areas of operation (Hadleigh, Leigh, Benfleet, Canvey, Thames Mouth) are very well-

known. However, not many people are aware of the crucial role Daws Heath played in terms of home 

defence during World War 2 (WW2), particularly during the Battle of Britain and during bomber raids by 

Luftwaffe pilots.  

Daws Heath is central in location. It is very near to the Thames Estuary, positioned perfectly near, yet a 

safe distance from what was RAF Southend-on-Sea, and well on the approach to East London. It is also 

central to major rail networks to Liverpool and Fenchurch Street. There are many stories of air duels being 

fought over the area. We know, for example, that an engine from a Messerschmitt 109 was recovered from 

a crash site in Runwell, Wickford. There is also a tale told of a fighter pilot parachuting down into the Daws 

Heath area (although not substantiated). 

Many years ago, I began researching the area of Pound Wood for what I had initially been told was a 

mobile searchlight position. Many old Daws Heath residents, most notably the late Jack Barber and his 

sister, Joyce Howard, told me of defences and activity in the area. Joyce for example, a member of the 

WRNS, told me very often about the Bofors gun position that was set up on my land plot in Wyburn Road. 

This, along with a searchlight. Don’t forget a majority of Daws Heath sits upon a hilltop.  

Luftwaffe bombers attacked in ‘waves’ usually of around three to four. The reason for this was because of 

an inability in blackout conditions to easily orientate themselves. The RAF also sent up spotter planes and 

of course the more familiar Barrage Balloons that were Hydrogen filled. The concept was that the first wave 

of bombers, tried to locate areas (usually docklands) for outline bombing. They used incendiary bombs, not 

just for high-explosive reasons but to light a path of fire for the subsequent waves to hit with more pinpoint 

accuracy. 

The Luftwaffe of the time were often confused by false locations for bombing. Whole decoy environments 

were set up and Engineers were charged with setting of controlled explosions in order to afford subsequent 

waves of bombers to drop bombs in ‘safe locations.’ In the same intelligence manner, sea defences were 

erected in the Thames Estuary (as many a sailor will know),in order to protect the approach to East London 

docklands and also, perhaps just as critically, the entrance to the River Medway, which was our inland 

deep water naval anchorage, affording ready access to the North Sea.  

As German pilots became better equipped and more acutely aware of the British defensive threat, the more 

experienced often maintained course further inland, where they could pick up a rough line of what is now 

the main A127 arterial route into East London. Thus, the effect of Thames Mouth sea and costal defences 

was reduced. In turn, this is where commanders identified the necessity for a listening post and decided 

upon Daws Heath as the perfect location for the site, protected by trees and ancient woodland.  

Mr George Horwood 

Through membership of St Michael’s Church, I became very friendly with Mr John Horwood, who, having 

been a member since the mid to late 1940’s proved to be something of an ‘enigma’ into Daws Heath 

history. I began to have conversations with John about a whole series of overgrown archaeology I had 

been looking at on the curtilage of Pound Wood. I remarked that I had initially been looking at is as a 

searchlight position. 

I could never fully reconcile this as a theory because the archaeology, most notably a stone base block of 

concrete and a remaining concrete plinth, tended to suggest otherwise. Why, for instance, would a 

searchlight be positioned so close under cover of a wood? Surely 360-degree light coverage would be 

required. Why also was there an associated hut base, if the searchlight position and associated Bofors Gun 

location mobile? Both Mr Barber and Mrs Howard confirmed to me these were mobile pieces of apparatus 

and they could remember them being towed about the place behind army vehicles. 

 



To my great surprise and delight, Mr Horwood gave me the greatest piece of news. His father, Mr George 

Horwood had worked in the hut at what was a listening post! I began to find out what I could about John’s 

father.  

Quiet and unassuming, yet hardworking, as his reports from Westcliff Grammar School confirm, George 

was very competent in languages. He did in fact, achieve the matriculation in this area. Deciding to join the 

RAF for war service, George passed the required entrance examinations and was accepted. Sadly, just 

before he was due to join, while at home in a woodshed in his Daws Heath residence, he cut his fingers off 

on a bandsaw. As such he could not go into service. Thus, joining the Home Guard, using his language 

skill, he set to work in the Daws Heath Listening post. 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr George Horwood, Report Cards Courtesy of Westcliff Grammar School. 

 



64th and 65th (Essex Regiment) Searchlight Regiment, Royal Artillery 

The 64th (Essex Regiment) Searchlight Regiment and 65th (Essex Regiment) Searchlight Regiment were 

both transferred to the Royal Artillery in August 1940, being renamed 64th (Essex Regiment) Searchlight 

Regiment, Royal Artillery and 65th (Essex Regiment) Searchlight Regiment, Royal Artillery, respectively. 

However, they still maintained their own Essex Regiment cap badges and buttons. 

On the outbreak of war, both were originally assigned to the 41st (London) Anti-Aircraft Brigade, part of the 

2nd Anti-Aircraft Division until November 1940 when the 64th was transferred to the 40th Anti-Aircraft 

Brigade and the 65th remained with the 41st AA Brigade. Both regiments remained mainly in East Anglia 

and Eastern England, defending from aerial attacks during the Battle of Britain and during The Blitz. 

Towards the end of the war in late 1944 and early 1945, both regiments were selected to be converted to 

infantry. The 64th Searchlight Regiment was subsequently re-designated 639th (Essex Regiment) Infantry 

Regiment, Royal Artillery and joined the 305th Infantry Brigade. The 65th Searchlight Regiment became 

607th (Essex Regiment) Infantry Regiment, Royal Artillery. Both were converted to infantry due mainly to a 

severe shortage of manpower in the 21st Army Group fighting in North-western Europe, particularly in the 

infantry. 

After defending Essex during the Battle of Britain and the Blitz, 59th (The Essex Regiment) Heavy Anti-

Aircraft Regiment (previously the 7th Battalion, Essex Regiment) landed in North Africa with the British First 

Army in November 1942, and later saw service with the British Eighth Army in the Italian Campaign. 

World War II 

All TA searchlight units were transferred to the Royal Artillery (RA) in August 1940, the two 6th Essex units 

being designated 64th (Essex Regiment) Searchlight Regiment, RA (TA), and 65th (Essex Regiment) 

Searchlight Regiment, RA (TA) respectively. They retained their Essex Regiment cap badges and buttons. 

64th (Essex Regiment) Searchlight Regiment 

By August 1940, the regiment had transferred from 41 to 40 AA Bde, which had the role of defending 

airfields in Eastern England during the Battle of Britain and The Blitz. 

By the end of 1944, the German Luftwaffe was suffering from such shortages of pilots, aircraft and fuel that 

serious aerial attacks on the United Kingdom could be discounted and the War Office began reorganising 

surplus AA units in the UK into infantry battalions for duties in the rear areas. 

In November 1944, the regiment was also converted to infantry as 65 (Essex Regiment) Garrison 

Regiment, RA, joining 21st Army Group. Subsequently, in February 1945, it was re-designated as 607 

Infantry Regiment, RA. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Betts Aerial Photograph 1948 and Modern Comparative Photograph. 

The photograph shown below was taken 15th August 1947 (two-years post-war). It is very interesting to 

note the presence of troop huts in the fields adjacent to where the searchlight position was. It is known that 

people lived in these buildings post-was for some considerable time until, eventually they were demolished. 

During the war however, they very likely housed soldiers from the above units, stationed in the area. We 

know there was a large main camp further up the St Michael’s Lane near Belfairs Wood, proximate to the 

reservoir. I have made obvious notes on the photograph. 

 

Betts Aerial Photograph Taken 15th August 1947 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Same Location Today (Source: Google Maps). 

The Investigation 

Once it became clear this was a unique location. I decided to use my skills as a Detective Sergeant and 

obtained tape-recorded interviews from Mr John Horwood and another Daws Heath ‘lifer’ Mr Roy Baldwin 

(Bn 1932, now deceased). Mr Baldwin will form part of another article. However, he clearly remembers 

soldiers in the area. In the homestead known as Haresland Cottage, the resident, Joan Kelsey (subsequent 

Wyburn Road resident), allowed the army stationed in Daws Heath to use their water well. Many of the 

homes along Bramble Road had their own water wells (note: The author of this, Richard Burgess can 

remember these clearly).  

Roy recalls that Mr and Mrs Kelsey used to look after the regimental dog called ‘Gunner’, while the army 

moved about. He also remembers a Mr Jim Allen, who moved into the (above) huts before he finally 

obtained housing in Thundersley. Mr Baldwin was aged seven during this time. Until his death he rented 

one of the old Daws Heath cottages (currently for sale) on the corner of Sherry Way. 

 

Mr Roy Baldwin (left) and Mr John Horwood (right) at the site of the Listening Post. 

Photograph taken by Richard Burgess. 



The Site of the Listening Post 

While in police service, I had cause to overfly the locus in Essex Police Helicopter, having been up 

investigating reports of burglaries in the area. As such, I was able to take these photographs of the area of 

the footpath leading from St Michael’s Lane to the site of the listening post. I have obviously made notes 

upon the photographs for the reader. 

 

 

 

 



Archaeology: The Plinth Base of the Listening Post Hut 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Archaeology: The Concrete Block Base of the Aerial Mast 

 

 

Mr John Horwood 



 

Mr John Horwood 

Next Page: Authors Sketch of What the Listening Post Would have Resembled.  

 





And Finally! 

One may conclude from this research that it is often easily forgotten what ‘total war’ means. We are so 

lucky that ‘The Greatest Generation’ was one our (my) Grandparents or Parents knew. Many of us in Daws 

Heath, would have relatives who could recount amazing stories of East London raids on docklands, streets 

and homes. Many of our parents would have worked in these places. Some readers may even have been 

evacuated from there. 

What is becomes clear from this sort of work is the need to secure and preserve our history and heritage, 

however great or small. At the time of World War, no-one person was exempt from service. Criminals 

committed crime, hid in air raids and robbed East London shops, destroyed by bombs. These are not ‘men’ 

in any sense of the word. Nor are they ‘tough’. Tough men, like my grandparents, went to war, answered 

the call and faced the enemy. Others worked the land to provide food for the population.  

Mr Horwood and the like were just as important to the war effort as any other person, perhaps even more 

so? What death did he prevent by simply using his education, listening and reporting air traffic and co-

ordinates? What essential home defence did territorial soldiers like Jack Barbers father (a veteran of the 

Somme battle) conduct, or the man standing guard on the barrier in Church Road in Hadleigh? 

Total war is about doing your bit, doing what you can in order to fight a greater evil, an evil where the threat 

of a totalitarian government dictatorship reigns. A dictatorship where a man could not even dig a hole in the 

ground without being a member of ‘the party’. People like Mr George Horwood stood firm, did what they 

could and negated the unthinkable. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



About the Author: Richard Burgess 

 

Richard Burgess is a lifelong resident of Daws Heath. Born in Western Road, he attended Hadleigh Junior 

and Deanes Secondary School where he received a full junior and secondary education before attending 

South East Essex Sixth Form College. Sadly, Due to undiagnosed cognitive dyslexia he did not achieve his 

full educational potential. His daughter, Emily is a master’s student in History and Research and 

Portsmouth University.  

After a short and unfulfilled career in banking, Richard joined Essex Police where he became a proud 

Detective Sergeant. He eventually joined and became a specialist within the intelligence community, in the 

fight against organised crime and terrorism. For a short time, Richard became a temporary Inspector, 

before realising police promotion was not suited, taking the role of Detective Sergeant on Southend and 

Basildon CID. Richard resigned, disillusioned, from police service in 2019 after thirty years as a Special 

Constable and Police Constable, having become very sick with medical issues relative to diabetes and 

mental health.  

Richard’s mother, Kate was director of Clinical Nursing at Southend Hospital, where she served for many 

years. She was also a proud member of St Michael’s Church where she formed an active part for over 

forty-five years, regularly accompanied by the author of this research, who is still an active member.  

As a result of his investigative background, Richard began to research his family military history. This led to 

a deep and meaningful interest in military history. As a result of this, Richard qualified and accredited as 

Guide number 83 within the International Guild of Battlefield Guides. He proudly guides students and adults 

alike around the many battlefield and holocaust sites of the world. While sub-contracting his services, 

notably to Anglia Tours, the leading schools tour operator in the UK, he also runs his own company, 

WorkSecure Group, which undertakes a range of business from private hire driving, to history studies and 

security work. Worksecure Group is also a philanthropic body and projects in the UK and Africa are run on 

Christian lines through the associated WorkSecure Trust.  



 Appendix One 

British Anti-Aircraft Command, TA on 3 September 1939 

 

6th Anti-Aircraft Division:  HQ Uxbridge - London District 

   27th Anti-Aircraft Brigade: Lingfield - Home Counties Area, Eastern Command 

      (Raised 15 December 1935 at Kenley, Whyteleafe, Surrey) 

      31st (City of London Rifles) Anti-Aircraft Battalion, R.E. (T.A.) - Home Counties Area, Eastern 

Command 

         HQ, 324th, 325th Coys: Sutton, Surrey 

         326th Coy: Merton S.W. 19 

         327th Coy: Hackbridge, Carshalton 

      34th (The Queen's Own Royal West Kent) Anti-Aircraft Battalion, R.E. (T.A.) - London District 

         HQ, 336th, 337th Coys: Blackheath S.E. 10 

         302nd Coy: Greenwich S.E. 10 

         338th Coy: Eltham S.E. 9 

      70th (Sussex) Searchlight Regiment, R.A. (T.A.) - Home Counties Area, Eastern Command 

         HQ, 459th-461st Btys: Brighton 

   28th (Thames and Medway) Anti-Aircraft Brigade: Kitchener Barracks, Chatham - Chatham Area, Eastern 

Command 

      (Raised 15 December 1935 at Chatham) 

      55th (Kent) Anti-Aircraft Regiment, R.A. (T.A.) - Chatham Area, Eastern Command 

         HQ, 166th (City of Rochester), 308th Btys: Rochester 

         163rd (Kent) Bty: Chatham 

         307th Bty: Tunbridge Wells 

      58th (Kent) Anti-Aircraft Regiment, R.A. (T.A.) - Chatham Area, Eastern Command 

         HQ, 206th, 207th (Erith) Btys: Erith 

         208th (Bromley) Bty: Penge 

         264th (Dartford) Bty: Dartford 

      75th (Home Counties)(Cinque Ports) Anti-Aircraft Regiment, R.A. (T.A.) - Home Counties Area, Eastern 

Command 

         HQ, 233rd (Kent) Bty: Dover 

         223rd (Cinque Ports) Bty: Folkstone 

         306th Bty: Ashford, Kent 

      89th Anti-Aircraft Regiment, R.A. (T.A.) - Home Counties Area, Eastern Command 

         HQ, 205th (Kent) Bty: Sittingbourne 

         234th (Kent) Bty: Deal 

         235th (Kent) Bty: Margate 



   29th (East Anglian) Anti-Aircraft Brigade: South Kensington - London District 

      (Raised 8 January 1936 at Chelsea) 

      28th (Essex) Anti-Aircraft Battalion, R.E. (T.A.) - East Anglia Area, Eastern Command 

         HQ, 311th (Essex) Coy: Brentwood 

         309th (Essex) Coy: Harlow 

         312th (Essex) Coy: Upminster 

      29th (Kent) Anti-Aircraft Battalion, R.E. (T.A.) - Chatham Area, Eastern Command 

         HQ, 313th (Kent) Coy: Chatham 

         314th (Kent) Coy: Tonbridge 

         468th Coy: Dover 

      73rd (Kent Fortress) Anti-Aircraft Battalion, R.E. (T.A.) - Home Counties Area, Eastern Command 

         HQ, 331st Coy: Bexleyheath 

         322nd Coy: Horns Cross, Greenhithe 

         347th (Kent) Coy: Sidcup 

      74th (Essex Fortress) Anti-Aircraft Battalion, R.E. (T.A.) - East Anglia Area, Eastern Command 

         HQ, 335th Coy: Tottenham 

         310th (Essex) Coy: Epping 

         469th Coy: Chelmsford 

   37th Anti-Aircraft Brigade: Hendon NW9 - London District 

      (Raised 1 May 1938 at Edmonton) 

      59th (The Essex Regiment) Anti-Aircraft Regiment, R.A. (T.A.) - East Anglia Area, Eastern Command 

         HQ, 164th, 167th Btys: Walthamstow 

         265th Bty: Whipp's Cross 

      61st (Middlesex) Anti-Aircraft Regiment, R.A. (T.A.) - London District 

         HQ, 171st Bty: Pentonville N 1 

         170th, 195th Btys: Finchley N.W. 11 

      79th (Hertfordshire Yeomany) Anti-Aircraft Regiment, R.A. (T.A.) - East Anglia Area, Eastern Command 

         HQ, 246th (1st Watford), 247th (2nd Watford) Btys: Watford 

         248th (Welwyn) Bty: Welwyn Gdn C. 

      82nd (Essex) Anti-Aircraft Regiment, R.A. (T.A.) - Chatham Area, Eastern Command 

         HQ, 156th, 256th (Barking) Btys: Barking 

         193rd Bty: Leigh-on-Sea 

      90th Anti-Aircraft Regiment, R.A. (T.A.) - East Anglia Area, Eastern Command 

         HQ, 272nd, 284th, 285th Btys: Southgate 

   56th Light Anti-Aircraft Brigade: Uxbridge - London District 



      (Raised 30 September 1939 at Chelmsford and Rochester) 

      11th (City of London Yeomanry) Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment, R.A. (T.A.) - London District 

         HQ, 31st-33rd, 43rd Btys: Bunhill Road, London E.C. 1 

      12th (Finsbury Rifles) Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment, R.A. (T.A.) - London District 

         HQ, 34th-36th, 44th Btys: Pentonville N. 1 

      16th Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment, R.A. (T.A.) - Home Counties Area, Eastern Command 

         HQ, 46th Bty: Sittingbourne 

         45th Bty: Tovil, Maidstone 

         47th Bty: Crayford 

         83rd Bty: Sevenoaks 

      17th Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment, R.A. (T.A.) - London District 

         HQ, 48th Bty: Chelsea 

         49th Bty: Purfleet 

         50th Bty: Shellhaven 

 


